MULCHING THE GARDEN

ture. They are very easy to spread because they are so fine. They may
be used for any purpose. If sawdust or shavings can be composted with
some lime and fertilizer, they make the finest kind of material for
mulching purposes. An inch of this material is sufficient.

BAGAASE: This material comes from sugar cane after the juice has
been squeezed out. It is usually finely shredded and is often used by
poultry growers as litter, because it has the capacity to absorb large
quantities of water. If it is available and not too expensive., it is fine in
the general garden, but is not so good for strawberries, because it tends
to stick to the berries when they are covered with dew.

HAY: Cured hays are very good for mulching material. It is often
possible to buy spoiled hay, unfit as food for animals, but still excellent
for a mulch. The advantage of such material is that, when it becomes
moist, it begins to break down, and by the end of the season will be
practically used up. It furnishes an abundance of nutrient material to
the growing plant. Clover and alfalfa hays have a large amount of
protein in them. As the mulch breaks down, the protein disintegrates
and the freed ammonia seeps into the soil to serve as food for bacteria
which are responsible for changing it over to nitrate nitrogen, a valu-
able nutrient for plants. Grass hays, such as timothy, orchard grass, red-
top or quack grass, are good for mulches, but are more resistant to
decomposition. They will last longer because they contain less nitrogen,
but will add more organic matter to the soil. The one objection to hay is
the fact that it is often cut so late that any weeds which may be present
will have gone to seed. These, of course, will infest the ground. I once
tried a hay which had a large amount of sour dock in it. The seed in-
fested the ground and germinated late in the summer. The following
spring, when I spaded the ground, I was amazed to see a solid carpet
of sour dock plants. They were easily killed by spading them under, but
they could have given considerable trouble under other circumstances.
Quack grass is a bad weed because its prolific mass of rootstocks will
send up plants wherever they are broken. It requires a tremendous
amount of work to get rid of them, as the plants will grow right through
a mulch. The grass must be cut before the seed is formed, if it is to be
used for a mulch.

BY-PRODUCTS : Spent licorice root is sometimes available for mulch-
ing material and is very good for the purpose, but it adds very little
nutrient material to the soil. It is fine for adding organic matter to the
soil when it is turned under. Tobacco stems are often used and are al-
leged to be valuable as an insecticide for the plants which are mulched